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GREEN PARTY OF NEW JERSEY;    :

NEW JERSEY CONSERVATIVE PARTY;:

and NEW JERSEY LIBERTARIAN    :

PARTY, INC.,                  :

                              :

Plaintiffs,

:


Civil Action
                              :

           v.



:
                             

:                                

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, DIVISION :           ANSWER         

OF ELECTIONS, and             :

STUART RABNER, in his official:    

capacity as New Jersey        :

Attorney General,             :

:

Defendants.

:

______________________________
Defendants State of New Jersey, Division of Elections, and Stuart Rabner, in his official capacity as New Jersey Attorney General, hereinafter referred to as "the defen​dants" by way of Answer to the Complaint, state:

1.
The   defendants   are   without    knowledge   or

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiffs are left to their proofs.

 
2.  The  defendants  are  without  knowledge  or  information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiffs are left to their proofs.

3.
The   defendants   are   without    knowledge   or

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiffs are left to their proofs.

4.
The   defendants   are   without    knowledge   or

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiffs are left to their proofs.

5.
The   defendants   are   without    knowledge   or

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiffs are left to their proofs.

6.
The defendants deny the allegations of paragraph 6.

7.
The defendants deny the allegations of paragraph 7.

8.
The defendants deny the allegations of paragraph 8.

9.
The defendants deny the allegations of paragraph 9.

10.
The   defendants   are   without    knowledge   or

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiffs are left to their proofs.

11.
The   defendants   are   without    knowledge   or

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiffs are left to their proofs.

12.
The   defendants   are   without    knowledge   or

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiffs are left to their proofs.

13.
The   defendants   are   without    knowledge   or

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiffs are left to their proofs.

14.
The  defendants deny the allegations of paragraph 

14.
15.   The defendants admit the allegations of paragraph

15.

16.
 The  defendants deny the allegations of paragraph 

16.

17.
 The  defendants deny the allegations of paragraph 

17.

18.
 The  defendants deny the allegations of paragraph 

18. 

19.
The   defendants   are   without    knowledge   or

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiffs are left to their proofs.

20.
The   defendants   are   without    knowledge   or

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiffs are left to their proofs.

21.
The   defendants   are   without    knowledge   or

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiffs are left to their proofs.

22.
The  defendants  deny the allegations of paragraph 

22.

23.
The   defendants   are   without    knowledge   or

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiffs are left to their proofs.

24.
The   defendants   are   without    knowledge   or

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiffs are left to their proofs.

25.
The   defendants   are   without    knowledge   or

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiffs are left to their proofs.

26.
The   defendants   are   without    knowledge   or

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiffs are left to their proofs.

27.
The  defendants deny the allegations of paragraph 

27.

28.
The  allegations  in paragraph 28 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.

29.
The  allegations  in paragraph 29 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.

30.
The   defendants   are   without    knowledge   or

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiffs are left to their proofs.

31.
The  allegations  in paragraph 31 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.

32.
The   defendants   are   without    knowledge   or

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiffs are left to their proofs.

33.
The   defendants   are   without    knowledge   or

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiffs are left to their proofs.

34.
The   defendants   are   without    knowledge   or

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiffs are left to their proofs.

35.
The  defendants admit the allegations of paragraph

35. 

36.
The  defendants admit the allegations of paragraph

36.

37.
The   defendants   are   without    knowledge   or

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiffs are left to their proofs.

38.
The   defendants   are   without    knowledge   or

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiffs are left to their proofs.

39.
The  defendants  deny the allegations of paragraph

39.

40.
The  allegations  in paragraph 40 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.
41.
The   defendants   are   without    knowledge   or

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiffs are left to their proofs.

42.
The  defendants  deny the allegations of paragraph 

42. 
43.
The  defendants  deny the allegations in paragraph

43.

44.
The  defendants  deny the allegations in paragraph 

44.

45.
The  allegations  in paragraph 45 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.

46.
The  allegations  in paragraph 46 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.

47.
The  allegations  in paragraph 47 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.

48.
The  allegations  in paragraph 48 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.

49.
The  allegations  in paragraph 49 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.

50.
The  allegations  in paragraph 50 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.

51.
The  allegations  in paragraph 51 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.

52.
The   defendants   are   without    knowledge   or

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiffs are left to their proofs.

53.
The   defendants   are   without    knowledge   or

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiffs are left to their proofs.

54.
The  defendants  deny the allegations of paragraph 

54.

55.
The  defendants  deny the allegations of paragraph 

55.

56.
The  allegations  in paragraph 56 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.

57.
The  allegations  in paragraph 57 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.

58.
The   defendants   are   without    knowledge   or

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiffs are left to their proofs.

59.
The  allegations  in paragraph 59 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.

60.
The  allegations  in paragraph 60 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.

61.
The  allegations  in paragraph 61 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.

62.
The  allegations  in paragraph 62 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.

63.
The  allegations  in paragraph 63 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.

64.
The  defendants  deny the allegations of paragraph

64.

65.
The  allegations  in paragraph 65 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.

66.
The  allegations  in paragraph 66 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.



67.
The  defendants  deny the allegations of paragraph

67.

68.
The  defendants  deny the allegations of paragraph

68.

COUNT 1
69.
The  defendants  deny the allegations of paragraph

69.


70.
The  defendants  deny the allegations of paragraph

70.

     COUNT 2
71.
The defendants repeat the answers to all paragraphs of the first count.

72.
The  defendants  deny the allegations of paragraph 72.

COUNT 3

73.
The defendants repeat the answers to all paragraphs of the previous count.

74.
The  defendants  deny the allegations of paragraph 74.

COUNT 4

75.
 The defendants repeat the answers to all paragraphs of the previous counts.

76.
The  defendants  deny the allegations of paragraph 76.

COUNT 5

77.
The defendants repeat the answers to all paragraphs of the previous counts.

78.
The  defendants  deny the allegations of paragraph 78.

COUNT 6
79.
The defendants repeat the answers to all paragraphs of the previous count.

80.
The  defendants  deny the allegations of paragraph 

80.

COUNT 7
81.
The defendants repeat the answers to all paragraphs of the previous count.

82.  The  allegations  in paragraph 82 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.


83.
The  allegations  in paragraph 83 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.
84. 
The  allegations  in paragraph 84 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.
85.
The  allegations  in paragraph 85 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.
86.
The  allegations  in paragraph 86 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.

87.
The  defendants  deny the allegations of paragraph

87.

88.
The  defendants  deny the allegations of paragraph

88.

89.
The  defendants  deny the allegations of paragraph 89.

COUNT 8
90.
The defendants repeat the answers to all paragraphs of the previous count.

91.
The  allegations  in paragraph 91 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.
92.
The  allegations  in paragraph 92 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.
93.
The  allegations  in paragraph 93 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.

94.
The  defendants  deny the allegations in paragraph 94.

95.
The  defendants  deny the allegations in paragraph 95.

96.
The  defendants  deny the allegations in paragraph 96.

COUNT 9
97.
The defendants repeat the answers to all paragraphs of the previous counts.

98.
The  allegations  in paragraph 98 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.


99.
The  allegations  in paragraph 99 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.

100.
The  allegations in paragraph 100 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.

101.
The  defendants  deny the allegations of paragraph

101.

102.
The  defendants  deny the allegations of paragraph 102.

103.
The  defendants  deny the allegations of paragraph 103.

104.
The  defendants  deny the allegations of paragraph

104.

COUNT 10
105.
The defendants repeat the answers to all paragraphs of the previous counts.

106.
The  allegations in paragraph 106 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.

107.
The  allegations in paragraph 107 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.

108.
The  allegations  in paragraph 108 call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required.

109.
 The  defendants   are   without    knowledge   of

information sufficient for form a belief as to the truth of the allegations of this paragraph and plaintiff is left to its proof.

110.  The defendants  deny the allegations of paragraph 

110.

111.
 The defendants  deny the allegations of paragraph 111.

112.
 The defendants deny the allegations of paragraph 112.

AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES

FIRST AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE

The complaint fails to set forth a cause of action upon which relief can be granted.

SECOND AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE

Plaintiffs have not been deprived of any right, privilege or immunity secured to them by the United States Constitution or any Act of Congress.

THIRD AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE

Plaintiffs have not been deprived of any right, privilege or immunity secured to them by the Constitution and laws of the State of New Jersey.
FOURTH AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE

Recovery is barred as plaintiffs have failed to comply with the conditions precedent to the filing of this lawsuit.  Plaintiffs seeks to dismantle portions of the state election laws defining political parties and demanding a change in New Jersey's system of financing of election campaigns. Such relief must be first sought through the state legislative process.

FIFTH AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE 
Defendants are not liable for costs and attorney's fees under 42 U.S.C. sec. 1988 and the New Jersey Constitution. 
WHEREFORE, the defendants, State of New Jersey, Division of Elections, and Stuart Rabner, demand judgment dismissing the complaint of plaintiffs, Green Party of New Jersey, New Jersey Conservative Party, and New Jersey Libertarian Party, Inc., with prejudice.

NOTICE PURSUANT TO RULES 1:5-1(a) AND 4:17-4
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the undersigned attorneys do hereby demand, pursuant to the above cited Rules of Court, that each party herein serving pleadings and interrogatories and receiv​ing answers thereto, serve copies of all such pleadings and an​swered interrogatories, and all documents, papers and other mate​rial referred to therein, received from any party, upon the under​signed attorneys, and TAKE NOTICE that this is a CONTINUING demand.


RESERVATION OF RIGHTS
Defendants reserve the right, at or before trial, to move to dismiss the complaint and/or for summary judgment, on the ground that the complaint fails to state a claim upon which relief can be granted and/or the defendants are entitled to judg​ment as a matter of law, based on any or all of the above defenses.


DESIGNATION OF TRIAL COUNSEL
Pursuant to the provisions of R. 4:25-4, the Court is advised that Alan C. Stephens, Deputy Attorney General, is hereby designated as trial counsel.


CERTIFICATION REGARDING OTHER


   PROCEEDINGS AND PARTIES   
Defendants hereby certify in accordance with R. 4:5-1 that the matter in controversy is not the subject of any other action pending in any court and is likewise not the subject of any pending arbitration proceeding.  The Defendants further certify that they have no knowledge of any action or arbitration proceeding which is contemplated regarding the subject matter of this action and is not aware of any other parties who should be joined in this action. Defendants further acknowledge their continuing obligation throughout this litigation to file and to serve on all other parties and with the Court an amended certification if there is a change in the facts stated in the original certification.
STUART RABNER             

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF NEW JERSEY

  By:______________________________

Alan C. Stephens

Deputy Attorney General

Dated:  

